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gummer.
A reception halL l-2rx16r, f-ivl-ng room 21tx16t, di-ning room 2lrxl6r,

study 17rxl8t, conservatory, photographie darkroom, bathroomo and kitchen
were located on the first floor. In addltlon to the two sleeping porches,
there $/ere seven bedrooms and tluo bathrooms urrstairs.

The entrance halL and dlning room are panel-ed in wLLd cherry cut from the
regLon, and various local hardirroods were used for the floors and woodr.rork of
the other dor,rnstairs rooms. There are bullt-in, rvild-cherry cabinets ln th
entrance hall and living room and butLt-in oak. cablnets ln the study. The
upst.airs floors are of oak, whl1-e the upstairs rooFls are trimmed In naple
and hard plne.

One of the most, outstandlng featurea of the house is the living roorn
fireplace, whlch cont,alns a number of carved srone Aztec Indian heads which
were brought from lte:rico by Mr. Porter. There are also fd.repl-aces in the
study, living room, and in three of the bedrooms.

The house was original-1y lighted by gas and heated by gas burners in the
fireplaces; After Mrs. Porter Left this home permanently in 19L9n the
bathrooms and kltchen were reurodeled, and el-ectric llghts were install-ed
(although many of the origlnal gas l-ighting flxtures were left in pJ,ace).
The inportant features of the house remain essentlai.J-y as they were built
in 1914.
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was rndianars mosr wldely read r4/oman aurhor. she

v/rote twelve novels, seveil nature boolcs, a book for children, two books
of poeLry, one boolt of essays, and nunerous magazine anticl-es for Outlng,
qentury' La4tes Fome Jciurnal, McCalls, an{Ggod Hogsetrcqeping. I"lrs. porter
is estimated to have had fif ty rnillion readers, and her iu'orks were
translat,ed into seven foreign languages end brail.le. Three of her novels,
9ifl of lhe Limberlost, Mj_chael Orltallorqg, and The llalf,ester were madeinto motion Pictures and rrere gt'ear box-of flce suicesseg. I'Irs . porter was
also a noted naturalist,, photographer, and il-l-ust.rator.

In 1913 the magnlficent Lirnberlost Srvamp near }lrs. Porterrs home ln
Geneva had been drained, and she sought another site for her home and work.
on the shores of sylvan Lake, near Geneva, rndiana she discovered a
Primeval woods where a wide variety of wildflorrers, trees, shrubs, andwildllfe flourished. Mrs. Porter at once recognized this spot as an ex-cellent location for the continuatlon of her worlc as a now i**ou" author
and naguralist

By 1914 the nef,,r "cabin" was completed and the porters moved in. This
fourteen rooflr home, deslgned by IIrs. porter r.ras very siniilar to herprevious home in Geneva. It was elegant while stllL blending with ltsnatural surroundings.

The house rras surrounded by 150 acres of Land, some of it covered by ,virgin forest. Mrs. Port.er left most of the forest untouched, but didpl-ant some 3r000 rare roots, vines, and shrubs throughout the property.
She also developed a formal florser garclen, orcharcls, and a smai1 stone pondMrs. Porter continued her prolific lrriting career in her nerr home.
?Ytl"g her six year residency she published three novcls; ltichael o'I{allor
1?t5,.A Dau$hlgr of__rhg Lani ,lgL8, and Hcr Farher,'_s Daughrffi
lloFnlng-Face 1919. Here she-also continued her work as a photographer andnaturallst. In addition' a riotLon picture of her nove1-, Tire llaivester
was filmed on location at this horne.

For reasons of health lulrs. porter lef t Indlana
and moved to'Callfornia. She continued to wrlte Ln
death In L924.

gardens, orchard, pond, natural glades and virgin woods. since 1947 the
grounds and ltome have been maintained by the State of Indiana as the
Gene Stratt,on Port,er State Memorlal .

In 1947 the state of Indlana was presented rvith approximately 13 acres iof land containing the "Cabl-n in l^llldf lower woodsrr, tirl tormal fiower I
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